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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

In response to applicant's amendment received 5/23/08, all requested changes 
have been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 5/23/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. One of the goals of the Shima invention is to perform printing automatically 
based upon predetermined user settings. In P[0013], the settings are stored for an 
HTML site and the printer accesses this information in order to properly print the 
document. Even in P[0056] and P[0059], the printing depends upon user settings, but 
the user's selections are still performed prior to the extraction section 48 actually doing 
anything. Thus, the judgment performed is still from a predetermined response. Please 
see the rejection below for more details. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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I. Claims 12-22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shima 
(U.S. PG Pub. No. 20030035144) 

Regarding claims 12, 21, 22, Shima discloses an image processing apparatus 
comprising: 

a reception unit adapted to receive second data acquired based on location 
information included in first data described in a markup language, wherein the location 
information indicates a location at which the second data exists; (P[0056] - Area C1 of 
image C contains a hyperlink to C2 to another URL/web data.) 

It does not explicitly disclose "a judgment unit adapted to judge whether the 
second data received by said reception unit is data of a predetermined type," 
However, Fig. 4, step S31 and P[0056] discloses checking with a user whether to print 
the hyperlink or the linked contents. Further in P[0059], the access/information 
extraction section 48 has to obtain the linked content if it to be printed. While a judgment 
is not explicitly stated to be performed, the access/information extraction section 48 is 
used to identify the type of information that is being gathered based upon 
predetermined user settings that the user has entered.. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have judged that a particular data is of a predetermined type. 
The motivation would have been to properly process and print data in particular formats 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to use Shima's invention to obtain the invention 
as specified. 

a print unit adapted to print the location information instead of the second data if 
said judgment unit judges that the second data is data of the predetermined type and to 
print the second data if said judgment unit judges that the second data is not data of the 
predetermined type (Again, from above, P[0056] and [0059] discloses that one of an 
image or its location - i.e. a hyperlink - can be printed. The printing does depend upon 
user settings, but the user's selections are still performed prior to the extraction section 
48 actually doing anything. Thus, the judgment performed is still from a predetermined 
response from a user. ) 

Regarding claim 13, Shima discloses the image processing apparatus according 
to Claim 12, wherein said judgment unit judges whether the second data is image data. 
(P[001 1] discloses automatic printing. Also from P[0048], each figure A, B, C, D in Fig. 5 
is considered an contents image. On Fig. C, the weekly weather forecast would be 
printed as an image in the current page if the linked content was to be printed instead of 
the hyperlink to that content. ) 

Regarding claim 14, Shima discloses the image processing apparatus according 
to Claim 12, wherein the first data is described in HTML and the location information is a 
URL, and wherein the second data exists at the location specified by the URL. (P[0056] 
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discloses that the link is a hyperlink URL. 
HTML) 
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The abstract discloses that Shima is using 



Regarding claim 15, Shima discloses the image processing apparatus according 
to Claim 12, wherein said reception unit receives the second data from an external 
information processing apparatus. ([P[0030] discloses that information is obtained from 
a web server) 

Regarding claim 16, Shima discloses the image processing apparatus according 
to Claim 15, further comprising an acquisition unit (Fig. 1, item 34) adapted to receive 
the first information from a server via the Internet and acquire the second data (Fig. 1 , 
connection using the network NW), based on the location information included in the 
received first information, from the external information processing -pparatus. (P[0034] 
the access/extracting section 48 access web content according to a URL) 

Regarding claim 17, Shima discloses the image processing apparatus according 
to Claim 15, wherein the server is a WWW server and the first data is Web page data. 
(P[0030]) 

Regarding claim 18, Shima discloses the image processing apparatus according 
to Claim 12, further comprising: 
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a setting Unit adapted to set a print processing mode of the image processing 
apparatus; (P[0015] - setting whether to obtain the linked contents, also in Fig. 4, item 
s31 , where an user is to choose) and 

a determination unit adapted to determine the print processing mode set by the 
setting unit to the image processing apparatus, (Fig. 4 s32 

"wherein said judgment unit only performs the judgment if it is determined by said 
determination unit that a first print processing mode is set to the image processing 
apparatus, and said print unit prints the second data if it is determined by said 
determination unit that a second print processing mode, which is different from the first 
print processing mode, is set to the image processing apparatus." (P[0056] - the user 
can determine whether to print the hyperlink or the linked content, which would equate 
to the different modes. Again, from claim 1 above, a judgment would be obvious since 
the extraction section 48 has to go obtain the information) 

Regarding claim 19, Shima discloses the image processing apparatus according 
to Claim 18, wherein said setting unit sets the print processing mode according to a 
user's instruction. (P[0058] - the manager 44 inquires the user for input) 
Regarding claim 20, Shima discloses the image processing apparatus according to 
Claim 18, wherein said setting unit automatically sets the print processing mode base 
on the location information. (P[0011] 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Matsunaga (U.S. PG. Pub No. 2003/0142349), Barmettler (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,981,213) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yixing Qin whose telephone number is (571)272-7381 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571 ) 272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



YQ 

/David K Moore/ 
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